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UCL Access and Widening Participation

Our aims:

* To ensure that all applicants have an equal chance of entering UCL, regardless of background,
ethnicity, age or disability.

* To achieve this, we design programmes to help eliminate gaps in access between the most and least
represented groups of students at UCL.

* The leastrepresented students at UCL include (amongst others):

- Students who attend non-selective state schools

- Students whose parents did not attend university

- Students who live in neighbourhoods with low
progression rates to university.

UCL'



Today’s Session

Why might your child apply to
university?

Applying to university — all about

ot
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ow to choose a course
OW You can support your young
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UCL



Timeline to Higher Education
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6" Form / College:
L Further Education
Secondary School: - 16+ years old
- 11-16 years old - A Levels/ BTECs
Primary School.: - GCSEs
-5-11 years old
- SATs

University:

Higher Education
- 18+ years old

- Complete degree

- Employment, further
study, etc.



Why might you go to university?

| want to gain
transferrable skills

| want to meet
new people and

| want to study my
favourite school

subject in greater and learn gain more
depth. something independence.
completely new to

me.

| have a specific
career in mind
and university will
help me to get
there.

| want access to
world-leading
experts, cutting-
edge research and
state of the art
facilities.

| want
opportunities like
years abroad and
placement years.

| want to become
an expert in my
subject area.

| want to keep the
door open to lots
of career paths.




Why UCL?

« UCL is a world-leading institution
* +400 undergraduate degrees

* Most targeted university in London by
graduate employers™

* Wellbeing and careers support
* Inclusive, global community

* Cutting-edge facilities and research which
makes an impact

*High Fliers 2026




Who do you think has the most influence
on students’ university choices?

A. School/college
teachers

B. Friends

C. Family

D. Career advisors



Who do you think has the most influence
on students’ university choices?

A. School/college
teachers - 62%

B. Friends-44%

C. Family-74%

D. Career advisors—-50%



Applying to
University




Timeline of Yr12 and Yr13*

June: Summer: January: UCAS  May/June:

Yr12 Exams Super- deadline Yr13 Exams
curricular

Y 1 2 activities Post-18
r options
October:
July: Yr13  ucaseary Feb / March: August:
Sign up to UCAS in entry deadline  , v .k E e [
school (usually open StOZI ?ams esults Day
f M L udaen
rom May) Finance Opens
*Please check the UCAS website for specific dates and deadlines. The specific Y

October and January UCAS deadlines change slightly each year. i



UCAS

Universities & Colleges Admissions
Service

One application form which UCAS
distributes to your university
choices

You have an option to apply to up to
FIVE universities



How does UCAS work?

You can choose up to 5 different university courses through UCAS
Only 1 application will be sent to all 5 universities

Application deadlines are typically in the January of the year of entry
Some courses/institutions will also set earlier deadlines for October,
e.g., Medicine courses.

UCAS then distributes the application to universities and monitors its
progress

Students can track their progress through ‘UCAS Track’ i



UCAS Hub

UCAS Hub is a free service providing students
with all the tools they need when applying to
university:

Explore subjects

Personal statement builder

Careers Quiz

Virtual Work Experience
CV builder

UCAS



Personal Statements UC/\S

= |tforms part of the UCAS application
= One personal statement is sent to all 5 university choices

= A personal statement supports an application to study at a
university or college:

= |tis achance for to share why your child would like to study a
particular course or subject, and what skills and experience they
have that show their passion for their chosen field



Personal Statements UC/\S

= 3 questions — 350 characters to answer each question (4000 overall character
limit including spaces)

= Question 1: Why do you want to study this course or subject?

= Question 2: How have your qualifications and studies helped you to prepare for
this course or subject?

= Question 3: What else have you done to prepare outside of education, and why
are these experiences useful?

What is the purpose?

* The student’s chance to add personal context to their application — an integral aspect of
applying!
Y

* As parents, it’s important to encourage your young person to take part in super- Him
curricular activities to strengthen their application.



Latest update
23 July 2020, 19:05

University of Manchester has offered you an unconditional offer for Physics with an
Integrated Foundation Year, but have changed some of the course details — please
view the choice to check these carefully.

View all updates

Your choices

a Your insurance choice
u C O n d It I O n a l. Offe r UCL (University College London) v Your place will be confirmed at this

Astrophysics £s10 university or college if you're NOT

= Unconditional Offer sar gt 1 520 202 fou folf he bondions of s ofer.
= Unsuccessful Application

The University Response

(Conditional offer (held as insurance))

View =

a Offers received
[
Ap p ll c a n t ’S Re S p o n s e University of Manchester wz The university or college has offered

Physics with an Integrated Foundation ~ YOU @ confirmed place with
Year Fooe significant changes.

Start date: 21 Sep 2020 (Unconditional Changed Course offer)

" Firm: The student’s first choice of university Start from: Foundaton year
= |nsurance: The student’s second choice of
university

View >



/\S Discover Undergraduate
No offers? |

UCAS Extra

= Allows you to add one more
choice to your UCAS application CHOICES
if you reject/are rejected by all of
your S initial choices all five choices on your application, and you're not holding any offers, you could

xtra — it's free!

» Gives you a chance to get a place s on i e
at university before going through e
Clearing



No offers?
Clearing

= Universities sometimes have
vacancies that they need to fill,
meaning that they might allow g oot
entry to someone who didn’t XY':'AT IS CLEARING?
meet the requirements

Clearing is how unis and colleges fill places they still have on courses - over 30,000 courses in fact. If you're
applying through Clearing, find out what to do, and how to apply.

= UCL does not always participate
in Clearing



What course to
choose?




How many higher
education
institutions are

the UK?

therein

160+
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How many courses
are there at UK
universities in total?

50,000+




So how can you support your child in choosing where to go?

How can they choose 5 institutions

out of the 160+?
Which are the best for them?

What should they look for...?

What is important to them about a
university?




What to consider when choosing a university...

The course
Entry requirements / accreditation
Rankings/league tables

Distance from home
Campus/non-campus

Facilities

Employment prospects

Whether your child likes the university!




What to consider when choosing a course...

= Do they wish to work in a specific field/have a career in mind?
= Do they need a specific qualification? (e.g. Medicine > Doctor)
= How long is the course? (e.g. MEng = 4 years)

= Whatis the structure? Including work placements or year
abroad

= What are the entry requirements? (Grades, exams, interviews,
portfolios)

= What do they most enjoy?



Does the type of degree you do matter for all

careers?

For some careers, YES.

Vocational degrees, such as:
Medicine;

Dentistry;

Radiography;

Nursing;

Social work;

Physiotherapy.

Law, engineering and
accountancy can be
accessed by other
pathways.

Does this
degree open
doors?

For some careers, NO.

Most employers do not select
according to degree subject.

It’s not necessarily the knowledge
you gained in your degree; it’s the
skills.

If you aren’t certain what job you’d
like to do, choosing a degree that
gives you a range of transferrable
skills is a good place to start.




How to learn more about a course

UCL™ Study

Prospective students Current students Accommodation Careers Doctoral School Immigration and visas Student Finances Support and Wellbeing
Access UCL Scheme Undergraduate Prospectus for 2027 entry
Accommodation e - (
g AY

Disclaimer

for 2027 entry

. “/‘ Download the Undergraduate Prospectus

L\
;
“\ / Your guide to undergraduate degrees and student life at UCL.
Download the prospectus y

Frequently asked questions

Funding your studies

How to apply
Key information Entry requirements About this course
Course structure Modules Contact hours
Fees and funding Why study at UCL? Discover Uni
What this course will give you Professional accreditation Open days and events "
How to apply Get in touch i




Grade and qualification requirements
Physics BSc

A levels |E Diploma Other qualifications
Grades AAA < Typical offer
Subjects A*A in Mathematics and Physics required (in any order).

Required subjects

GCSEs English Language and Mathematics at grade 4 /

Contextual offer

Grades RAB < Contextualised offer
Subjects AA in Mathematics and Physics
GCSEs English Language and Mathematics at grade 4

At least two A level subjects should be taken from UCL's list of preferred A level
subjects.



Exams and assessments: The importance of mocks

Mocks are practice exams taken under real exam conditions,
held before final exams

Designed to mirror the format, timing, and expectations

They inform predicted grades and help teachers adjust
teaching focus

They are a snapshot, not the final outcome

They can help inform future choices for GCSEs, A Levels,

BTECs and further study
A



Contextual Offer Schemes

Reduced offers (typically one or two grades below
the standard entry requirements) to help:

v Widen participation at universities

v’ Students from underrepresented backgrounds
access higher education




Access UCL 2027
UCL's Contextual Offer Scheme entry

The information contained in the following slides is for 2027 entry only.
Policies change each year so be sure to check the eligibility requirements
in the year you are applying.




What is Access UCL? Access
UCL

Eligible applicants, if selected for an offer, 2027 entr
receive a contextual offer that is lower than the Y
standard offer for their chosen programme.

More information: Further questions:

wp.accessucl@ucl.ac.uk

Visit our online prospectus
to find individual
programme requirements




Access

You might be eligible if you attend a UK UCL
state school for your A Levels/IB Diploma
and meet one of the following criteria: 2027 entry

You live in an area of high financial, social or economic deprivation®

See full

eligil?ility You live in an area of low progression to higher educationt
details

and You have been registered for Free School Meals
check

your You are estranged from your parents
postcode:

Care experienced applicants may also be eligible if they have
attended a UK state or independent school

" IMD Q1
TTUNDRA LSOA Q1

wp.accessucl@ucl.ac.uk UCL




What can you do to support
your young person?




SX

Supporting them to do their best in their mock
exams.

Encouraging them to engage in super-
curricular activities to support their personal
statement.

Talk to them about their post-18 options and
encourage them to explore widely

Budgeting and cooking!

Encouraging them to sign up for student
discounts like UNiIDAYS, NUS card or a railcard



Year 12 opportunities at UCL — when do applications open? T
Choices Summer
Subject-specific online Masterclasses Schools Personal
sessions to help you decide Online taster lectures Spend 4 days living statement
what you can study with with world-leading UCL and studying like @
your current A Levels. academics. UCL student! workshops
September October November January March April
Experience UCL Expand  Insights Subject  Discover
UCL An opportunity Expand your learning Unsure what degree &:)otlights A summer

beyond the curriculum.  to study at school for deaf

for young people from Subject specific

university? Explore
our priority Qr ok OUT O t?:)ns c:pt taster days. and hard of
visit UCL. Y : P hearing
Insights. students.

Scan our QR code to find out more about our events

and other activities run by UCL departments.


https://www.ucl.ac.uk/engage/events/2026/nov/experience-ucl-2026-27
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/engage/events/2026/nov/experience-ucl-2026-27
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/widening-participation/learners/year-12-and-13/ucl-expand
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/engage/events/2026/nov/ucl-choices-2026
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/engage/events/2026/feb/ucl-masterclasses-2026
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/engage/events/2026/feb/ucl-insights-day-2026
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/engage/events/2026/jul/discover-ucl-summer-school-deaf-and-hard-hearing-students-2026
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/engage/events/2026/jul/year-12-sutton-trust-summer-schools-2026
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/engage/events/2026/jul/year-12-sutton-trust-summer-schools-2026
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/engage/events/2026/jun/personal-statement-workshops-2026
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/engage/events/2026/jun/personal-statement-workshops-2026
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/engage/events/2026/jun/personal-statement-workshops-2026
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/engage/events/2026/jun/ucl-subject-spotlights-2026
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/engage/events/2026/jun/ucl-subject-spotlights-2026

Apply to UCL Expand

Applications close Friday 20
November 2026

UCL Expand is an eight-week academic
programme for Year 12 students from
backgrounds underrepresented in
higher education.

Find out more

Explore a subject you're passionate
about, learn how to think, research,
solve problems and communicate like a
subject expert — and put your skills into
practice by creating and presenting your
own project.

Apply now!

\IS olve problems

Communicate

—




Any questions?
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