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Verbal Reasoning
Passage 1

Edwin Eugene Aldrin Jr is a former astronaut and engineer, known for being the pilot on the Apollo 11 mission. His nickname, which became his legal first name in 1988, arose as a result of the younger of his two elder sisters mispronouncing "brother" as "buzzer", which was shortened to Buzz. In his early life, Aldrin was a boy scout, earning the rank of Tenderfoot Scout. His education continued to Montclair High School in 1947, and then to the United States Military Academy. 

Many firsts occurred in the Apollo 11 mission. Aldrin was the second man to set foot on the moon, after the Apollo 11 mission commander. The first conversation on the moon was started by Aldrin: "Beautiful view.", to which Armstrong replied "Isn't it magnificent?" "Magnificent desolation." stated Aldrin.  This reply later became the title to Aldrin's second autobiography.

The Apollo 11 mission was captured by Aldrin too. From the lunar footprint, to Aldrin with his gold visor walking on the moon, these images are ingrained in pop culture and are instantly recognisable when seen. Aldrin's photography skills were also show cased in 1953 on the front of Life magazine which showed gun camera photos of a Soviet pilot ejecting from his damaged aircraft taken during Aldrin's time serving in the Korean war.

Aldrin was an exceptional pilot, not only on Apollo 11 but also Gemini 12. Jerry Boswick has commented on saying how talented he was at a rendezvous manoeuvre - an orbital term where two space craft meet within visual contact, going at the same altitude and speed. This talent gave Aldrin the nickname Dr Rendezvous. This can be attributed for this being the subjected of his doctoral thesis at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

After Apollo 11, Buzz stayed with NASA and even into retirement stayed as an advocate to space exploration, encouraging many people to become involved with Space Studies. He is ranked the No.9 most popular space hero according to the 2010 Space Foundation Survey.

The above passage is sourced from The Medic Portal, ‘Mastering the UKCAT’ Workbook produced in 2015

Passage 2

Dear Sir,

I am writing regarding the parking ticket which I found on my car this morning and would like to explain why I believe it should be cancelled. On 16 December, I parked my car legally within the white markings on Green Avenue, a small street parallel to the street in which I live. This is a road where anyone is free to park for free all year round. This morning, as I was setting out for work, I found my car on a nearby piece of grass, with a parking ticket for £120, stating that I was being fined because my car was illegally parked on the grass. This is NOT where I had left it.

I gather from a notice that I found on a lamp post near where I originally parked the car that the road had been resurfaced recently. The notice was dated 17 December and announced that parking would be suspended between 19 December and 24 December, both dates included, to allow resurfacing work to take place during that time. It was confirmed to me by the Council that the resurfacing work did indeed take place at some stage between those two dates. Because I was away from the country between 18 December and 2 January, I was not able to move my car from its normal parking space and I know from having talked to neighbours that the workers moved the car before starting the resurfacing work. Since I was not responsible for moving the car, I don't see why I should have to pay for it! 

I feel that this parking fine is unfair because the notice given to remove my car was posted after I had parked it there and did not give me enough time to remove the car. It is also unfair of you to expect that, around Christmas time, people would be around to read the notice in the first place.

I therefore hope that you will cancel the ticket and look forward to hearing from you soon with the good news. 

Best regards,
John Rover

The above passage and related questions are sourced from 'Get Into Medical School: 1000 UKCAT Practice Questions' Book, 2016. 


Passage 3

There is a surprising connection between the language people speak and their attitude to the future. So-called ‘futured’ languages have a special tense for talking about the future: for example, English-speakers say, ‘I will do that tomorrow’. ‘Futureless’ languages, on the other hand, have no such tense: Mandarin-speakers say, ‘I do that tomorrow’. Futureless language speakers are more likely to save money for their retirement. To demonstrate this, researchers took a large group of futureless language speakers and matched each one to a futured language speaker with a similar income. On average, the futureless language speakers saved 39% more by the time they retired. They were also 24% less likely to smoke. It appears then that futured languages encourage a reckless attitude to the future, because requiring a different tense makes the future seem less real. 

The above passage and related questions are sourced from OCR AS GCE Critical Thinking exam paper sat on the 4th June 2015







Decision Making

Interpreting Info
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Quantitative Reasoning

Examples 1-6

Hot Chocolate Label for 360g of powdered hot chocolate.

	Nutritional Information
	Instructions

	
	Per 100g (dry powder)
	Per 18g serving (with 200ml of whole milk)
	Put 3 heaped teaspoons (18g) into a mug. Add 200ml of hot milk and stir well.
For a diet drink, use semi-skimmed or skimmed milk.

	Energy (kJ)
	1555
	845
	

	kCal
	372
	200
	

	Protein (g)
	8.9
	8.0
	

	Carbohydrate (g)
	65.2
	20.4
	

	Fat (g)
	8.4
	9.6
	



Semi-skimmed milk contains 1.7g of fat per 100ml. 
Skimmed milk contains 0.3g of fat per 100ml.

The above information and related questions are sourced from 'Get Into Medical School: 1000 UKCAT Practice Questions' Book, 2016. 
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Abstract Reasoning

Activity 1
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Examples 7 & 8
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