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Image: Acraea encedon, Madagascar, the 2022 Tropical Ecology module fieldtrip. Photo credit: Dr Alvin Helden.
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Anglia Ruskin University, ARU

• Times Higher Education University of 

the Year

• ARU rated Gold in the Teaching 

Excellence Framework

• Transforming lives through innovative, 

inclusive, and entrepreneurial 

education
Bird community surveys, RSPB Titchwell, Norfolk
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ARU

• Top 15% in the UK for graduates in 

employment or further study 15 

months after graduating

• Third in the UK for graduates who 

are employed as managers, 

directors, or senior officials 15 

months after graduating

• Careers support from Day 1
Water quality monitoring for freshwater ecology 

in Devon 2025
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Who we are – A quick glance

• Animal and Environmental Biology has 

undergraduate courses, postgraduate 

courses, and a thriving PhD community!

• 80 students in each year undergraduate 

cohort

• 21 academics, teaching & research

• Dedicated labs, a team of technical staff, 

specialist equipment
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Cambridge is the perfect place to be for biology

• A beautiful, historical city, which is at the heart of UK and 

international conservation efforts – the Sir David Attenborough 

Building is just down the road from us!

• We are an active member of the Cambridge Conservation 

Forum, a network of conservation practitioners and 

researchers, including Birdlife International, the IUCN, 

University of Cambridge, TRAFFIC, etc.

See https://www.cambridgeconservationforum.org.uk/. 

https://www.cambridgeconservationforum.org.uk/
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Our undergraduate BSc (Hons) courses

• Zoology

https://www.aru.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/z

oology  

• Biology

https://www.aru.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/bi

ology 

• ARU Writtle

Course search – ARU (Animal Mgmt; Animal 

Science; Equine; Veterinary Physiotherapy; 

Animal & Canine Therapy)
Observing the behaviour of colobus 

monkeys, Uganda

https://www.aru.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/zoology
https://www.aru.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/zoology
https://www.aru.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/biology
https://www.aru.ac.uk/study/undergraduate/biology
https://www.aru.ac.uk/study/course-search?keywords=&location=Writtle&levelofstudy=Undergraduate&modeofstudy=&faculty=&availability=
https://www.aru.ac.uk/study/course-search?keywords=&location=Writtle&levelofstudy=Undergraduate&modeofstudy=&faculty=&availability=
https://www.aru.ac.uk/study/course-search?keywords=&location=Writtle&levelofstudy=Undergraduate&modeofstudy=&faculty=&availability=
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What will you learn?

• Research & written communication skills

• Field skills (Devon, Shropshire, Netherlands, Peru, France)

• Practical & lab skills, incl. genetics (e.g., eDNA)

• Computer literacy skills, including mapping (GIS) & 

bioinformatics

• Data processing & statistical analysis

• Complex societal & ethical issues e.g. conservation, animal 

welfare
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Applied Field Skills

Tropical ecology. Peru Field Skills in Biology, Devon Zoos & Zoo Animal Management 

The Netherlands



Practical Skills for Employability
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Course Accreditation 



Taught & Supervised by Active Researchers

Image: Acraea encedon, Madagascar, the 2022 Tropical Ecology module fieldtrip. Photo credit: Dr Alvin Helden.
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Academic Publications
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Our academics in the media, e.g.:

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-10740157/National-
parks-DONT-boost-biodiversity-British-Ecological-Society-report-

claims.html  (Dr Joseph Bailey)

https://www.independent.co.uk/climate-
change/news/microplastics-worm-growth-ecosystems-pollution-

study-a9100866.html (Dr Dannielle Green)

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-10740157/National-parks-DONT-boost-biodiversity-British-Ecological-Society-report-claims.html
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We Embed & Develop Employability

Image: Acraea encedon, Madagascar, the 2022 Tropical Ecology module fieldtrip. Photo credit: Dr Alvin Helden.
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Embedding Employability: Live Briefs
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Embedding Employability: Careers events

• Annual careers fair

• ‘Getting into….’ seminars

• Internships & projects

• CPD extra-curricular events

• Technical training 

• Speakers, conferences

• Outreach partners
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Embedding employability: Extracurricular

• We provide opportunities for 

skills development 

wherever we can within, but 

also outside your main 

studies.

e.g.: Great crested newt 

survey training with Froglife, 

botany, conservation work 

parties (right)
https://twitter.com/ARU_Biology/status/1628346380761677824 

https://twitter.com/ARU_Biology/status/1628346380761677824
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Embedding Employability: Extracurricular

• SHoKE (Students at the Heart of 

Knowledge Exchange) project offers 

extracurriculum opportunity to engage 

with employers on short term projects

• School of Life Sciences’ paid summer 

internships programme, e.g., Holly, 

right, working with lecturers Joe and 

Alvin, and Natural England!

Tweet and video at: https://twitter.com/ARU_Biology/status/1693605924680708541

https://www.aru.ac.uk/business-employers/access-student-and-graduate-talent/students-at-the-heart-of-knowledge-exchange-shoke
https://www.aru.ac.uk/business-employers/access-student-and-graduate-talent/students-at-the-heart-of-knowledge-exchange-shoke
https://twitter.com/ARU_Biology/status/1693605924680708541
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Placements (short & Sandwich)

Professional placement between years 2 and 3, e.g.:
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Final slide: What happens now?

Check out our recent updates and follow us:

• X: https://twitter.com/ARU_Biology 

• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ARUAnimalBiology/ 

Book on our next open day on Saturday 6th June in Cambridge

• https://www.aru.ac.uk/study/open-day 

Find Animal and Environmental Biology staff on the School of 

Life Sciences webpages or go to https://www.aru.ac.uk/contact-

us. 

https://twitter.com/ARU_Biology
https://www.facebook.com/ARUAnimalBiology/
https://www.aru.ac.uk/study/open-day
https://www.aru.ac.uk/study/open-day
https://www.aru.ac.uk/study/open-day
https://www.aru.ac.uk/study/open-day
https://www.aru.ac.uk/contact-us
https://www.aru.ac.uk/contact-us
https://www.aru.ac.uk/contact-us
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